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1 John 5:6-12
Taking God at His Word

This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by 

the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is 

the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there 

are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; 

and these three agree. If we receive the testimony of men, the 

testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God 

that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the 

Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not 

believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed 

in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. And 

this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life 

is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 

have the Son of God does not have life. 

1 John 5:6-12

1. The testimony for Jesus’s identity (vv.6-8)

• What does it mean that Jesus “came by water” (v.6)? 

• This probably refers to Jesus’s baptism, at which 

point God clearly testified that Jesus was his Son.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 

Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. And when he came up out of the 

water, immediately he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit descending 

on him like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased.”

Mark 1:9–11

1. The testimony for Jesus’s identity (vv.6-8)

• “Came by water” = Jesus’s baptism

• What does it mean that Jesus “came by... blood”?

• This refers to Jesus’s atoning death as further 

evidence testifying that he is the Son of God.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin.

1 John 1:7
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And when the centurion, who stood facing 

him, saw that in this way he breathed his 

last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son 

of God!”

Mark 15:39

1. The testimony for Jesus’s identity (vv.6-8)

• “Came by water” = Jesus’s baptism

• “Came by blood” = Jesus’s crucifixion

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will 

send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 

truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 

will bear witness about me.”

John 15:26

So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 

long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, 

tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you 

do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name 

bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you 

are not among my sheep.” (John 10:24–26)

“Do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent 

into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I 

am the Son of God’? If I am not doing the works of my 

Father, then do not believe me; but if I do them, even 

though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you 

may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am 

in the Father.” (John 10:36–38)

1. The testimony for Jesus’s identity (vv.6-8)

• “Came by water” = Jesus’s baptism

• “Came by blood” = Jesus’s crucifixion

1. The testimony for Jesus’s identity (vv.6-8)

2. God’s reliable testimony (v.9)

3. Human response and it’s result (vv.10-12)
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“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that 

the Son may glorify you, since you have given 

him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him. And this is eternal 

life, that they know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

John 17:1–3

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 

have the Son of God does not have life.

1 John 5:12


